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greatest Pleasure is in doing Mischief to their Neighbours, which is the
greatest Reason why the Peasants about Malacca sow no Grain but what
is inclosed in Gardens with thick set prickly Hedges, or deep Ditches; for
when their Grain is ripe in the open Plains, the Monacaboes never fail
of putting Fire to it, in order to consume it. They are much whiter than
their neighbouring Malayas who inhabit the low Grounds, and the Kings
of Jo/iore, whose Subjects they are, or at least ought to be, could never
civilize them.

Their Religion is a Complex of Mahometism and Paganism, and they have
the Character of great Sorcerers, who by their Spells can tarne wild Tigers,
and make them carry them whither they order them, on their Backs.
Once they had a Mind to try their Art on the Town of Malacca, but were
unsuccessful in their Enterpiize, according to common Report there. For
one of their chief Wizards assured them that neither Gun, Sword, nor
Lance should have Power to hurt them, if they should attempt the Town,
whose Defence consists only in a slight Gate, with a little round Bastion,
with five or six great Guns mounted on it. So on the Opinion of their
Doctors Art, a great Number drew together, and being armed with
Lance and Cress, their common Weapons, marched without Order or
Fear towards the Gate. When they came near enough, the Gunner of the
Bastion pointed some Guns, and set Fire to the Priming, but that flashed,
and the Guns would not discharge, which discouraged the Guard of the
Gate, but a Malaya Soldier, who understood some of the Monacaboes Art,
called for a Piece of Pork, with which he besmear'd the Mouths of the
Cannon, while the Gunner renewed the Priming, and Fire being put to
them, the Cannon went off, and did good Execution, which so frightned
the Monacaboes., that they betook themselves to Flight, and never attempted
to disturb the Town since.

I saw strange Cures performed by a Malaya Doctor at Malacca. One of
them was on a Gentleman of my Acquaintance, who was second Super-
cargo of a Scots Ship called the Speed-well, which was lost near Malacca.
After the Ship was lost, the first Supercargo took an House near the Town,
by the Sea-side, to put their Cargo and Stores in, that were saved, but
eleven Chests of Treasure and some fine Goods were lodged in one of
the Dutch Company's Ware-houses in the Fort, which had three Locks on
its Door. The Governor had one Key, and each of the Supercargoes one.
A common Strumpet called Mns. Kennedy, who at that Time was married
to an Irish Pirate of that Name, and kept an Ordinary in Malacca^ gave
the first Supercargo a Philtre that made him dote on her almost to
Distraction. He was never easie out of her Company while awake, and in